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BAMA SCORECARD 


New Turf 

Following the Homecoming football 
game against Mississippi, it was obvious 
that Alabama was again having problems 
with the turf at Bryant-Denny Stadium. As 
a result, new turf was brought in and put 
down with the expectation that the grass 
would be greener in time for the final two 
home games of the season, against 
Mississippi State and Auburn. 

The turf installed by Southern Turf 
Nurseries of Foley is Bermuda 419, a spe- 
cially-grown sod for athletics fields. The 
sod was grown in Fort Myers, Florida. The 
turf is the same that was previously on the 
field. Additionally, Alabama's grounds crew, 
headed by Scott Urbantke, was to sew in 
rye grass to improve the appearance of the 
new sod, 

A total of 18,000 square feet of new sod 
was installed. It is 60 feet wide (approxi- 
mately 10 feet past the hash marks towards 
each sideline) and 100 yards long, end 
zone to end zone. 

Alabama Head Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione said, “We needed it.” 


Milestones 

A couple of Alabama head coaches 
achieved milestones in October. When the 
Crimson Tide football team defeated 
Mississippi, 42-7, at Homecoming, it was 
Dennis Franchione’s 150th head coaching 
victory. He is one of only seven active head 
coaches who has recorded as many as 150 
victories, The win, in his 20th season as a 
head coach, gave him a record of 150-72-2. 
He was head coach at Southwestern 
(Kansas) College, Pittsburg State, South- 
west Texas State, New Mexico and TCU be- 
fore coming to Alabama prior to the 2001 
season. 

When the Alabama volleyball team de- 
feated Auburn in Auburn, Coach Judy 
Green earned her 500th career win. 

Additionally, Alabama’s volleyball pro- 
gram recorded its 500th victory in October 
when the Tide defeated Mississippi State. 


Basketball Voice 
Eli Gold is out and Chris Stewart is in as 


the radio voice of Alabama men’s basket- 
ball, Butch Henry, director of Crimson Tide 
Sports Marketing (CTSM), which handles 
Bama sports broadcasts, announced the 
change. 

Stewart, 32, has worked with CTSM ona 
variety of projects over the past four years 
including football, basketball and baseball 
broadcasts, Stewart handled the play-by- 
play last year for the Tide’s basketball game 
with McNeese State which conflicted with a 
football game. 

Stewart will team with Tom Roberts who 
is entering his 16th season as the analyst on 
Tide broadcasts. 

The selection of Stewart completes a reor- 
ganization of Tide Network broadcasts that 
began with the two-year extension The 
University granted CTSM this year as its 
multi-media rights’ holder. Gold and Kenny 
Stabler will continue as the commentators 
for Alabama football. 

This year CTSM added an hour to its 
football broadcasts with Stewart hosting the 
Crimson Tide Tailgate Show following 
Bama games, 


Baseball Honors 

Former Alabama baseball catcher Jeremy 
Brown and current Crimson Tide infield- 
er/outfielder Peter Stonard were named to 
the 2002 Easton Redline All-Defense team, 
announced by Collegiate Baseball. Brown, 
who finished his career last spring, was 
named the Division | Player of the Year. 

Brown, made only one error for a 
sparkling .998 fielding mark as the 
Crimson Tide's starting catcher this past 
season. He had 413 putouts and 357 assists 
to go with his lone error. Brown's .998 
fielding mark is the third highest in school 
history. The Hueytown native shares the 
single-season record with former catcher 
Dan Harris (1967) with a 1.000 fielding 
mark. Brown did not commit an error in 51 
games during the 2001 season. 

In addition, Brown holds Alabama 
records for most career putouts (1,660), 
most consecutive games without an error in 
one season (51) and career (84), and most 
consecutive errorless chances in a season 


(444) and career (608). He also finished his 
Tide career with the second-highest fielding 
percentage in school history (.994), com- 
mitting only LO errors in 1,660 total 
chances as a first baseman (1999-2000) and 
catcher (2001-02), 

Stonard, who will be a junior this year, 
was also recognized among the 10 best 
fielders in Division | last season, posting a 
.976 fielding mark as the Tide's right fielder 
and second baseman. The Clayton, 
Missouri, native handled all 43 chances 
without an error in right field, before be- 
coming the Bama’s everyday second base- 
man in mid-April. He made only six errors 
in 33 games as the starting second baseman 
last year. 


Let’s Play Three 

College softball teams are allowed a limit- 
ed number of games under strict guidelines 
during fall practice. On October 12 the 
Crimson Tide softball team concluded fall 
workouts in a Fall Ball Tournament with 
three junior college teams. The results 
could hardly have been better, Behind the 
arms of junior Erin Wright and freshman 
Stephanie VanBrakle and an overall team 
effort at the plate, Bama collected three vic- 
tories. 

Alabama opened the day defeating 
Northwest Shoals Community College by a 
count of 8-0, followed with a 6-0 win over 
Wallace Dothan Community, and wrapped 
up by defeating Shelton State 18-0 in six in- 
nings. 

Wright and VanBrakle each threw a com- 
plete game shutout and combined on the 
third. Both pitchers combined to allow 
only eight hits over 20 innings of work, 
striking out 27 while allowing only three 
walks, 

Offensively the Tide combined for a .461 
batting average and collected 47 hits over 
the three games, including nine doubles, 
two triples and a home run. 

Alabama freshman Dominique Accetturo 
Jed the way for the Tide at the plate. She hit 
for the cycle over the course of the three 
games and collected eight hits in 13 at bats. 
Accetturo scored five runs and drove in 


Just The Thing If You Think About Bama Football 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 


Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of "BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you, Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 
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eight runs and had the Tide's only home 
run, a line drive shot over the centerfield 
wall, 

The Tide regular season begins January 
31, 2003 in Los Angeles at the Stacy 
Winsberg Memorial Tournament, 


Softball Selection 

Alabama freshman softball player 
Stephanie VanBrakle has been selected as 
one of 17 players on the USA Junior 
Women’s National Team. The team will rep- 
resent the United States at the First Pan- 
American Junior Women's Softball Cham- 
pionship in Sonora, Mexico, Decem-ber 13- 
21. The Junior Women’s National Team will 
be competing for a spot in the 2003 ISF 
Junior Women’s World Championship to 
be held in Nanjing, China. 

Alabama head coach Patrick Murphy 
feels that VanBrakle will be a valuable play- 
er for Team USA. “The fact that she has the 
talent to both pitch and hit is important,” 
Murphy said. “She also plays first base and 
third base which shows how versatile she is 
and makes her a great asset for the team.” 

VanBrakle’s selection marks the second 
time an Alabama player has earned a spot 
on a US national team, joining former 
Crimson Tide All-America outfielder Kelly 
Kretschman. Junior Alabama catcher Lacy 
Prejean has also been participating in the 
USA Softball Olympic Trials in hopes of 
making Team USA. 


Quick Start 

Alabama cross country and track star 
David Kimani did not compete in 
Alabama's early meets this season, And it 
didn't matter much as Alabama took a cou- 
ple of team championships without him. 
Kimani made his season debut at the presti- 
gious Chili Pepper Invitational in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, in mid-October and 
showed that the layoff had not hurt him at 
all. Kiamni won the meet with a time al- 
most four seconds faster than his closest 
competitor. 

For his efforts, he was named SEC Cross 
Country Athlete of the Week. It was the 
fourth time Kimani has been honored with 
two previous awards in indoor track and 
one in cross country. It was also the second 
time this year an Alabama runner had re- 
ceived the honor. Peter Kiprono had won 
the award earlier in the season. 

With the victory, Kimani has now placed 
first in six of his last eight races at Alabama 
dating back to his sophomore season. 

“The award for David was well de- 
served,” said cross country coach Joe 
Walker. “The competitors he faced are 
some of the better athletes in the country 
and he was able to rise to the challenge and 
come out on top.” 
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Kimani and the Tide will return to action 
on November 4 in Gainesville, Florida at 
the 2002 SEC Cross Country Champion- 
ships. 


Soccer Gift 

Former Alabama football player Allen 
Cox has made a nice donation to The 
University’s Crimson Tradition Fund, the 
$100 million capital improvements cam- 
paign for Crimson Tide athletics facilities. 
And Cox allocated his gift of $100,000 to 
the soccer program. It is the largest private 
gift every given to a women's sport at The 
University, 

“Part of the Crimson Tradition Fund 
plan is to upgrade the current soccer facili- 
lies,” said Cox. “I'm excited about Head 
Coach Don Staley and how hard the girls 
work and I wanted to help provide them 
with the facilities comparable to an SEC 
caliber program,” 

“When I got the call | was taken back 
with his thoughtfulness,” said Staley. “This 
gift lends itself to what (Athletics Director) 
Mal Moore has in mind for women’s soccer. 
We already have what I feel is the best 
lighting system and field in the conference. 
Now all we need are the amenities, 

“This gift will go a long way in helping 
women’s soccer, not just from a facility 
standpoint, but it will also stimulate inter- 
est in the program from both fans and blue- 
chip recruits,” said Staley. 

A new soccer stadium will be built around 
the current playing field near the recreation 
fields. Groundbreaking for the $2.2 mil- 
lion project is scheduled to take place in 
May. 

Cox is the father of current Bama fullback 
Nathan Cox. 


Lyda Honored 

Longtime Alabama trainer Henry N. 
“Sang” Lyda III was honored during 
Homecoming ceremonies by the College of 
Human Environmental Sciences with the 
Jack Davis Professional Achievement 
Award. Lyda, who earned two degrees from 
The University, served as assistant trainer 


Date Opponent 


August 31 Middle Tennessee State 
September7 Oklahoma 
September 14 North Texas 
September 21 Southern Miss 
September 28 Arkansas 
October5 Georgia 
October 19 Mississippi (Homecoming) 
October 26 Tennessee 
November 2 Vanderbilt 
November9 — Mississippi State 
November 16 LSU 
November 23 Auburn 
November 30 Hawaii 


*Central time and subject 10 change. 


2002 Alabama Football Schedule And Results 


Times for remaining games will be announced following 12-day advance selection by TV 


for football and head trainer for basketball 
and baseball from 1971 through 1994. 


Hall Of Famers 

The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame has 
added two new members with ties to The 
University of Alabama. Induction cere- 
monies will be March 8, 2003. 

Steve Sloan was an All-America quarter- 
back for the Crimson Tide, leading Bama to 
the 1965 national championship. Sloan also 
served as an assistant football coach (and 
head golf coach) at Alabama, then was head 
football coach at Vanderbilt, Texas Tech, 
Mississippi, and Duke. He was director of 
athletics at Alabama (1987-89), North 
Texas, Central Florida, and is now athletics 
director at Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Sarah Patterson has been Alabama's gym- 
nastics coach for 25 years and Bama has 
won four national championships (1988, 
1991, 1996, and 2002) and she has been 
national coach of the year four times (1986, 
1988, 1991. and 2002). Alabama has fin- 
ished in the top 10 nationally for the past 
19 years. 


Is Big Al Next? 

There are occasional reports that the 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame is running 
out of good candidates and that Big Al will 
soon be inducted, That's hardly the case. 
But Big Al, Alabama's mascot, is in con- 
tention for honor of the nation’s best mas- 
cot, 

Capital One selected an All-America team 
and Big Al was on the 12-mascot squad. 
Each school whose mascot was selected re- 
ceived a $5,000 donation. Fans can vote for 
Big Al as National Mascot of the Year online 
at www.capitalonebowl.com Other candi- 
dates are from Florida, Tennessee, Western 
Kentucky, Air Force, Georgia Tech, 
Montana, Penn State, Syracuse, Miami, 
Southern Miss and Buffalo, 

The role of Big Al is too big for one stu- 
dent. Those performing for Alabama are 
Britt Hill of Alabaster, Dave McCool of 
Birmingham, Ryan Palmore of Warrior, and 
Justin Carroll of McCalla. 


Result (Attendance) 
Site or *Time/TV 
Birmingham 39-34 (80,091) 
Norman 27-37 (75,564) 
Tuscaloosa 33-7 (79,818) 
Tuscaloosa 20-7 (83,818) 
Fayetteville 30-12 (73,551) 


Tuscaloosa 25-27 (83,818) 
Tuscaloosa 42-7 (83,818) 
Knoxville 6:45/ESPN 
Nashville 1:00 
Tuscaloosa TBA 

Baton Rouge TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 

Honolulu 7:00/ESPN 
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Taking Steps To Get Back On Top 


by Kirk McNair 


Name ‘Alabama’ will help 
Tide survive penalties 


hose aware of Alabama football history 

| may know that one of Coach Paul 

Bryant's strengths was in making plans. 

“Have a plan for everything,” he sermonized 
to his players and assistant coaches. 

As Alabama football endures NCAA sanc- 
tions over the next few years many believe 
that the best thing the Crimson Tide has 
going for it is Head Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione. Although he does not have expe- 
rience with a team on probation (and 
Alabama's current problems are not of his 
making), he has a reputation as a good plan- 
ner. Additionally, he has had to rebuild pro- 
grams with a shortage of players, and it is the 
loss of scholarships that can be the greatest 
hardship to a football program. 

The NCAA Infractions Committee was dia- 
bolical in its treaument of Alabama, including 
timing its original announcement of penalties 
to destroy the 2002 recruiting class. However, 
even though those penalties were announced 
only days before signing day, only one of 
those who had committed to Bama reneged. 
And that, said Franchione, was because of a 
miscommunication within his family. 

When the penalties were announced, al- 
most everyone was shocked that Alabama re- 
ceived the unprecedented penalty (for a team 
not charged with lack of institutional control 
or failure to monitor) of being banned from 
bowl games. Not for just one season, but for 
two, That penalty was designed to decimate 


G Reservations 


Coach Dennis Franchione 


the program from within, an encouragement 
to upcoming senior and junior football play- 
ers to leave Bama. And some bottom-feeding 
schools contacted Tide players in hopes of 
profiting from Alabama's misfortune. 

That necessitated the first part of the plan, 
to discourage players from transferring. 
Alabama's coaching staff was forced into the 
difficult position of having to convince cur- 
rent junior and senior players to stick with 
the Tide, even though there would be no 
championship opportunities and no bowl 
games for the remainder of their careers. That 
mission was accomplished, Player after player 
professed faith in the coaching staff and devo- 
tion to their teammates and to The 
University. No one left because of NCAA 
sanctions. 

This was important in part because of the 
situation inherited by Franchione. Although 


he is not the type to be concerned with things 
beyond his control, there is no doubt 
Alabama would be better off if more of those 
who had been recruited by the previous 
coaching staff had been on campus when 
Franchione took over prior to the 2001 sea- 
son, Approximately 30 players signed in the 
previous four years were not at Bama. 

Intelligent people understand the ability to 
learn from others. Miami had received very 
severe NCAA penalties a few years earlier (no 
loss of bowl games, but the loss of even more 
scholarships than Alabama is losing), yet the 
Hurricanes rebounded to national champi- 
onship level. Franchione went to Miami to 
talk to officials about the hurdles. 

Alabama appealed the NCAA penalties 
above those self-imposed (the loss of 15 
scholarships over three years), and almost ev- 
eryone expected relief, particularly an over- 
turning of the bowl game sanction, 
Franchione made his plan as though there 
would be no success with the appeal. And he 
told his players not to expect relief, so there 
was no false hope and no surprise when the 
sanctions were upheld. That lessened the 
disappointment among players. 

Franchione is appreciative of the efforts of 
Athletics Director Mal Moore (see Page 12), 
The Crimson Tradition Campaign to improve 
and enlarge facilities will help in recruiting, 
although Franchione is aware that “concept” 
has less effect on prospects than finished 
products, which are a year or more in the fu- 
ture. 

The Tide coach also was gratified that 
Moore took steps to provide good contracts 
for the assistant coaches. “Because we were 
able to keep our assistant coaches, we were 
able to keep the players,” Franchione said. 
“Our players have trust in our coaches.” 

Finally, Franchione said, Moore moving 
quickly to secure games with Hawaii at the 
conclusion of this season and next year took 
away some of the sting of lost bowl games. “It 
may have helped us keep some players for 


GULF SHORES/ORANGE BEACH, AL 
**WINTER RATES UNTIL MARCH** 


5 NITES FOR PRICE OF 4 
4 NITES FOR PRICE OF 3 


3 NITES FOR PRICE OF 2 
Make your reservations on line at: 


www.gulfcoastres.com 


or call; 
1-800-423-4853 
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next year, and it is helping us in recruiting,” 
Franchione said. It’s not just the trip to 
Hawaii that makes an impression on the play- 
ers, It is the proof that The University will do 
all it can for the players. 


he Franchione Plan to deal with 
i NCAA penalties has as its most im- 
portant element successful recruiting. 
While that is always true in college athletics, 
Bama has particular restrictions. Alabama 
will be limited to 80 scholarshipped players 
the next few years. Bama was allowed to 
sign only 17 players to enter school this year 
and will be allowed to sign 18 in the upcom- 
ing recruiting class and 19 prior to the 2004 
season. Ordinary limits are 85 overall and 
25 in a year. 

Franchione knows that Alabama will fall 
below 80 recruited scholarshipped players 
over the next few years. This is not new 
ground for Franchione. When he took over 
at New Mexico in 1992 and counted his first 
recruiting class there were only 68 on schol- 
arship. And the limit then was 95. “It took 
five years of signing 25 a year to get to 85,” 
Franchione said. 

Franchione points to one thing as being 
most important as the Crimson Tide grap- 
ples with sanctions over the next few years. 
“The name ‘Alabama’ is the thing that will 


help us through this,” said the Bama coach. 
“The most encouraging thing is the strength 
of the word ‘Alabama. We're going to have 
our ups and downs, but the problem would 
be much greater at a lot of other schools. 
There are many young men who have a 
great love for Alabama regardless of the situ- 
ation.” 

Still, evaluation and recruiting require hard 
work. “Evaluating may be more important 
than ever,” Franchione said. “We can’t take a 
lot of chances. If you sign 25 and four to 
seven of them don’t make it you can usually 
handle that situation. We don’t have that lux- 
ury. It means we do a lot of scouting and we 
are very calculating in every decision. We al- 
ways are, but now the margin of error is min- 
imal.” 

That decision-making goes beyond athletic 
ability. For instance, if one prospect runs a 
4.4-second 40-yard dash but is a marginal 
student and another prospect runs a 4.45 
and is a good student, Alabama will be more 
likely to sign the slower runner/faster reader 
type. Obviously, that cannot be taken to ex- 
tremes. The student-athlete must be a good 
athlete. “But,” Franchione said, “I've always 
preferred the substantive student-athlete.” 

The Crimson Tide will also have to look 
very carefully at those athletes who are good 
in more than one sport, particularly a sport 


like baseball. Bama cannot afford to sign a 
player who later elects to forego college and 
play professionally in another sport. 

Junior college recruiting will probably be 
put on hold for a few years because it is diffi- 
cult to use a scholarship for a player with just 
two years of eligibility. A few junior college 
players have three years of eligibility (such as 
defensive tackle Ahmaad Childress, who 
began his Bama career this year) and are 
more likely to receive consideration. Bama 
did sign some junior college transfers last 
year because of the need to bolster some posi- 
tions. 

One area in which reduced scholarships 
may help Alabama in recruiting is the desire 
of some prospects to play early. Franchione is 
not happy about the prospect of playing some 
before they are ready, but he expects that to 
happen. 


here had actually been implementation 

| of one part of the plan prior to the an- 

nouncement of sanctions last February. 

In his first season, Franchione was able to 

redshirt almost the entire class. Only defen- 

sive end Todd Bates among the freshman 

signees in 2001 played. This year he is again 
redshirting most of the freshmen. 

Moreover, he is holding out three seniors 

this year—offensive linemen Atlas Herrion and 
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Dante Ellington and wide receiyer Antonio 
Carter. 

“Redshirting is a method to try to stay as 
close as possible to 80 recruited athletes,” 
Franchione said. “Certainly we can stay close 
to 80 by giving scholarships to two-year 
walk-ons, but that’s not exactly the same.” 

A school may award scholarships to players 
who have been on campus two years without 
benefit of athletic scholarship if the school is 
below the allowable overall limit. In most 
years Alabama is able to reward a few walk- 
ons with scholarships for their final year or 
two. And while these players are valuable to 
the program, the best college football teams 
will be those that have a preponderance of 
players who were won in recruiting battles 
against other top programs. 

The NCAA penalty reducing the overall 
scholarship limits was small-minded. No 
school wins a championship, probably not 
even a game, because of those extra five 
scholarships, At Alabama about that many 
scholarships historically have been used to 
reward young men who have practiced for 
three or four years with the hope of earning 
one year of college expenses. 

“The walk-on program could be more im- 
portant over the next few years,” Franchione 
said, “Fortunately, that is a strength here be- 
cause so many young men want to be a part 


of the Crimson Tide.” He noted that because 
Alabama is a public university it is more af- 
fordable. Miami, he said, had a difficult time 
attracting walk-on players because of the 
high cost of that private institution. 

One area where Alabama is looking for 
walk-on football players is in professional 
baseball. Some good all-around athletes elect 
to sign baseball contracts out of high school. 
Not all of them can have a baseball career. 
However, those contracts frequently include 
a clause whereby the baseball team will pay 
for the athlete's college education. Bama has 
recently obtained a “commitment” from for- 
mer pro baseball pitcher Mike Machen to 
walk on as a quarterback prospect. The 
Mobile native actually signed a baseball 
scholarship with Alabama in 2000, then 
elected to sign professionally with Atlanta. 
He was most recently in the Baltimore chain. 

Machen, 6-6, 225, quarterbacked McGill- 
Toolen into the state playoffs his senior year 
as he completed 110 of 256 passes for 1,520 
yards and eight touchdowns. He was clocked 
at 4.5 in the 40 and had 330 yards and six 
touchdowns rushing his senior year. 

Alabama almost certainly will have on-the- 
field disappointments with scholarship re- 
strictions over the next few years. The 
Franchione Plan is designed to return Bama 
to championship level as quickly as possible, 
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An Air of A PETE At Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Mal Moore is active in role 
as Tide’s athletics director 


labama Athletics Director Mal 
Moore is learning about a lot of 
things as he directs a major fund- 


raising drive for the improvement of athlet- 
ics facilities. He has weekly meetings with 
both the Crimson Tradition Committee that 
is soliciting contributions and architects 
who are drawing up complex plans. 

For many years the athletics facilities for 
Crimson Tide teams were unsurpassed. For 
a variety of reasons, in recent years Alabama 
had fallen behind in many areas insofar as 
facilities are concerned. Many of Bama’s ri- 
vals did more than just keep up with 
Alabama. They built facilities that were 


The Kick I 


newer and bigger and better. Because facili- 
ties are one of the most important factors in 
recruiting, it is time to leapfrog the competi- 
tion, 

Moore is heading up the Crimson 
Tradition campaign to raise through contri- 
butions and bond issue at least $100 mil- 
lion. Facilities will be upgraded in two gen- 
eral phases. 

In the first phase: Bryant Hall will be 
transformed into an athletics academic cen- 
ter and dormitory for freshman and sopho- 
more football players and engineering stu- 
dents; the football complex will get an addi- 
tion to include a new weight room; and soc- 
cer and tennis facilities will be constructed. 

In the second phase: Coleman Coliseum 
will receive an upgrade, a new entranceway 
will be constructed at the athletics complex, 
and-the most important in many 
ways-Bryant-Denny Stadium will be ex- 
panded. 
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Although it is difficult to ascribe specific 
dates to any part of either phase, Moore 
hopes that ground is broken no later than 
next spring in the first phase and that every- 
thing is completed in no more than four 
years. 

Moore's office includes easels supporting 
drawings of all the proposed facilities. “The 
architects can knock out these drawings 
pretty quickly,” Moore said. “But the actual 
architectural plans are extremely complicat- 
ed and time-consuming.” 

Different firms are involved in the overall 
plan. They include PH&] of Montgomery, 
Heery International of Atlanta (a firm which 
specializes in athletics facilities and which 
did the two most recent additions to Bryant- 
Denny Stadium), and Almon Associates of 
Tuscaloosa. 

Once plans are completed, construction 
will begin. Bryant Hall, formerly the athlet- 
ics dormitory for football and men’s basket- 
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ball players before such facilities were out- 
lawed by the NCAA, is in the first phase be- 
cause it is empty and can be approached at 
any time. Other facilities will have work 
done around the seasons of the sports in- 
volved. 

When the expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium begins, it will not interfere with a 
football season or temporarily diminish seat- 
ing capacity as previous expansion work 
did. The North end zone will be revamped 
with current ramps dismantled and replaced 
in the off-season and new seat construction 
over the existing end zone seats. Plans are 
not finalized, but it is expected the addition 
will include skyboxes, a club level, and out- 
door seating that will bring capacity of the 
stadium to over 90,000. Current capacity is 
83,818. 


oore said that because of the 

campaign “There is an air of ex- 

citement here because of the di- 
rection in which we are headed and the 
prospects and possibilities for this athletics 
department. All of the coaches are excited 
about what will happen in the next two or 
three years. We are already seeing the bene- 
fits in recruiting and it will help more and 
more as we go along.” 

Moore said “steady progress” has been 
made towards the goal of at least $50 mil- 
lion in private contributions. “I have been 
amazed at the positive response from our 
alumni and fans as they step up in support 
of this effort,” he said. “Considering the 
state of the economy since we announced 
this plan last spring, it has been particularly 
encouraging. We haven't been turned down 
by anyone.” 

And, he said, “Eventually we'll ask every- 
one to contribute.” He said early efforts have 
been for major gifts to “floor” the campaign. 

“Everyone wants to support the program 
and everyone recognizes that at this time it 
is very important,” Moore said. 

One reason this is an important time for 
fund-raising is that the NCAA gave Alabama 
unprecedented bowl sanctions. Because 
Bama is not eligible for a bowl game this 
year or next year, the Tide can expect to lose 
some $5 million in revenue from the 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game and from SEC bowl participation. (In 
five years, Alabama may be eligible to re- 
ceive half of the lost revenue.) 

This capital campaign for facilities was of- 
ficially announced last spring, but has actu- 
ally been a concept since Moore was named 
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athletics director in late 1999, Alabama had 
never before had an athletics fund-raising 
campaign for facilities. Moore said he knew 
when he started he was “plowing new 
ground.” 

Moore said that during this time of foot- 
ball probation that “We have to be strong 
now and come out of it stronger than ever. 
These facilities upgrades will give us pride 
in this period and make a difference for 
years to come.” 


t the time Moore was named athlet- 

ics director, he said he had “firm 

concepts and ideas.” While the im- 
provement of facilities was among the most 
important of those plans, he has had other 
decisions to make in recent years. 

One critical task for an athletics director 
involves hiring and retaining qualified 
coaches. Moore has earned an A-plus from 
most Alabama fans in that area, notably in 
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The biggest item on a very full plate for Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore is the Crimson Tradition Campaign, which will provide $100 million for the 


expansion and improvements of Bama athletics facilities. 


extending contracts for Men’s Basketball 
Coach Mark Gottfried and Baseball Coach 
Jim Wells, and particularly in hiring Dennis 
Franchione as head football coach. 

Now Moore is in the process of giving 
Franchione a new contract. Franchione 
came to Alabama prior to the 2001 season 
and was given a seven-year contract at $1.1 
million per year. Prior to this season Moore 
approached Franchione about a new agree- 
ment, one that would extend through the 
2011 season, effectively making Alabama 
the final coaching stop for Franchione. 

(Franchione jokes that he has a lifetime 
contract, adding, “But if I’m behind in the 
third quarter, they can declare me dead.”) 

Moore said that Franchione is “very close” 
to having an agreement he can sign. 
Although details of the pact have been re- 
ported, Moore said “Those details have not 
been reported accurately.” And Moore isn’t 
sharing those details until after the contract 
is signed. 
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Moore went to Franchione with the offer, 
hoping it could be worked out prior to the 
start of the season. That didn’t happen. Now, 
Moore said, Franchione is not going to give it 
any thought during the season because the 
coach is spending his time trying to win foot- 
ball games. “But it will happen,” Moore said. 

Moore is also in charge of scheduling and 
has given the Crimson Tide football team a 
nice bonus for the end of this season and the 
end of the 2003 season. In years in which 
Alabama is not eligible for a bowl game, 
Bama took advantage of the opportunity to 
finish both seasons against Hawaii in 
Honolulu. This year’s game, to be telecast by 
ESPN, is November 30. Bama players will 
stay in Hawaii for a day after the game to 
enjoy some of the benefits of the islands. It 
was recently announced that Bama will also 
finish the 2003 season in Honolulu on 
November 29. Those are additional 
games-13th games-to the regular schedule 
because of an NCAA rule that allows a team 


Barry Fikes Photo 


to play out of the continental United States 
without the game counting against the regu- 
lar season limits. 

In future weeks Moore may also be look- 
ing for a substitute game for next fall. 
Oklahoma has requested not to play 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa next year. Bama and 
the Sooners had a two-game series and 
Alabama played in Norman this year. 

Moore said he has told Oklahoma that he 
will not allow them out of the contract, but 
that he will allow the game to be postponed 
until later in the decade provided a suitable 
substitute opponent can be found. Moore 
said it is Oklahoma's responsibility to find 
that substitute opponent, although Moore is 
looking, too. And, he said, it must be a major 
Division I opponent because Alabama fans 
deserve a good home game next year after 
having traveled to Oklahoma this season. 

Moore also said that scheduled games 
against Penn State, at State College in 2004 
and in Tuscaloosa in 2005, are still firm. 
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by Drew Champlin 


Junior runner is Tide’s 
only power tailback after 
injury to Galloway 


game against Southern Miss, something 

went terribly wrong. Senior running 
back Ahmaad Galloway went down. A 
Southern Miss defender landed on him. 
Galloway's knee twisted in a way that it 
wasn't supposed to twist. His anterior cruci- 
ate ligament tore. His medial collateral liga- 
ment tore. It was the end of game, season, 
and collegiate career for Ahmaad Galloway. 

Santonio Beard, Galloway's back-up, saw 
the play develop, but at the time wasn't sure 
what happened. “I didn’t know he had hurt 
his knee,” Beard said later. “When I found 
out I felt very sorry for him. That’s a bad 
way to go out.” 

Once Galloway went down, the talented 
foursome of running backs was down to 
three (Beard, Shaud Williams, and Ray 
Hudson). Of the four, two were considered 


IE the third quarter of Alabama's football 


SL 


“power” backs: Galloway and Beard. Only 
Beard remained. 

Head Coach Dennis Franchione made 
clear what Beard needed to do for him and 
for the team to be successful. “I hope that 
Santonio is going to raise his level of focus 
and pay attention to all the details of 
things—not just when he's carrying the foot- 
ball,” Franchione said. “And 1 think he will 
do that. He's a guy who, | think, could carry 
the ball 25 times in a game very easily and 
he may be asked to do that at some point.” 

Beard recognized the task that would be 
asked of him. Instead of being a part of the 
combo sometimes deemed “thunder and 
lightning,” the junior found himself taking 
the role of thunder and lightning on his 
own. Although he knew he couldn't replace 
Galloway all by himself, he knew what he 
needed to do. 

“Irs all about stepping up a little bit more 
vocally,” Beard said. “As far as the whole 
game, focusing on plays and blocking, doing 
certain things that he did, I have to take up 
some of the slack.” 


Beard gave a very good indication of his 
capability as a runner in this year’s home- 
coming game against Mississippi. The junior 
tailback scored on touchdown runs of 25 
and 35 yards the first two times he touched 
the football. On the day he would have 13 


Junior tailback Santonio Beard (34) was challenged by Alabama's coaching staff to raise the level of his 
game, and Beard certainly responded against Mississippi. Beard led the Tide to a 42-7 win over the 


Rebels as he rushed for a school record-tying five touchdowns. 
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Time To Take Up Some Of The Slack 


rushes for 138 yards and five touchdowns, 
tying the Alabama record for rushing touch- 
downs set by Shaun Alexander against BYU 
in 1998. 

Moreover, Beard gave credit to the men 
blocking for him. “You can’t say enough 
about the offensive line,” he said. “They 
were opening up holes. And my fullback, 
Greg McLain, and the tight ends and re- 
ceivers were all making blocks. They did an 
outstanding job.” 


omething Beard has had to improve on 
S over the course of his career has been 

blocking. Critics say that it’s his block- 
ing (or lack thereof) that keeps Beard from 
being a complete back. By contrast, Galloway 
earned praise from coaches and teammates 
for his blocking prowess. Although Beard’s 
blocking still isn’t where it needs to be, 
steady improvement is being made. 

“That's an area that he has to improve, es- 
pecially on his pass protection and being 
more physical in his technique,” Lee Fobbs, 
the assistant coach in charge of running 
backs, said. “That's an area where he has had 
some shortcomings. He has worked on it 
and he has gotten better.” 

Beard is aware of the emphasis on block- 
ing. “It's something that they (the coaches) 
stress a lot,” he said. “Blocking is not really 
that tough. The tough part is knowing who 
to block. I think I've improved on that.” 

As his position coach, Fobbs works with 
Beard every day of practice. He saw Beard 
have his best game of the year, a 135-yard 
effort at Arkansas, in the game following 
Galloway's injury, but then he saw Beard fol- 
low that with only 23 yards on 15 carries in 
a disappointing home loss to Georgia. 

“It puts the spotlight on you when you do 
things like that,” Fobbs said. “We have to do 
better things up front, and a whole cohesive 
unit (running back and offensive line) has 
to continue to work together.” 

At one point in the Georgia game, Beard 
had nine carries for only two yards. But 
there was no chance Tide coaches were 
going to give up on Beard. After all, this was 
the same man who rushed for 199 yards last 
season against Auburn. It’s the same man 
who rushed for 141 yards against Tennessee, 
which at the time boasted the nation’s top- 
ranked defense against the run. 

“We believe in the running game,” Fobbs 
said. “We believe we can run the football 
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and have no doubt in the run. We were de- 
termined to get the football, and not give up 
on the run game. We set everything up off 
the run.” 


any were surprised when Beard 
brought his considerable talent 
and reputation to Alabama. He 


was an outstanding prep star in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Beard said he felt the homes- 
tate pressure. It seemed to him that every- 
one around him wanted him to stay in 
Tennessee and play for the Vols, But Beard, 
who played for Coach Maurice Fitzgerald at 
Pearl-Cohn High School, had one vision. It 
wasn't a vision of orange and white, but 
rather one of crimson and white. 

“I've been a Bama fan since '92 when they 
won the national championship,” Beard 
said. “I've always liked Alabama. It’s pretty 
cool to grow up a fan of a team that you get 
to play on. Not everyone gets a chance to do 
that.” 

He arrived on campus with exceptional 
credentials. He was named a SuperPrep All- 
America following his senior season and was 
a two-time Mr. Football in Class 4A in 
Tennessee. He rushed for 5,630 yards and 91 
touchdowns during his prep career. But it 
didn’t translate to immediate success in his 
first two years, in which he played under for- 
mer Coach Mike DuBose. His true freshman 
year was spent only on special teams, record- 
ing three tackles on the kickoff coverage 
team. His second year was spent as a medical 
redshirt, as his teammates were enduring a 
dreadful 3-8 season while Beard was rehabili- 
tating a dislocated shoulder and a knee that 
underwent surgery for a torn ACL. 

“It was kind of frustrating, with me being 
a high school All-America and coming down 
and having to sit,” Beard said. “I’ve learned a 
lot sitting behind Shaun (Alexander) and 
behind Ahmaad. It was all for the best. 1 also 
had to deal with shoulder injury and a torn 
ACL. I've been through a lot of battles but 
I've learned to never give up and always 
keep going.” 

He's kept going, but he’s now going at a 
weight heavier than he was when arrived on 
campus. Now at 217 pounds, Beard’s a far 
cry from the “scatback” who arrived weigh- 
ing under 200. Beard was used to running 
around people, but now as a power back he's 
had to develop more of a “north-south” style 
of running, one that fits a power back. 

“I was 190 pounds back then,” Beard said, 
“Now I’ve picked up some weight and I’m 
not like that anymore. I’m a much bigger, 
physical back.” 

Beard retains that scatback tendency to 
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break outside, which sometimes works to 
great advantage. Few can forget his touch- 
down runs in Alabama's 31-7 romp over 
Auburn in Auburn last season. For his ef- 
forts he was named Southeastern 
Conference Offensive Player of the Week. 
His 141 yards rushing against Tennessee 
came on just 10 attempts. For the year he 
had 77 runs for 633 yards. He averaged 8.2 
yards per carry for the season. 

The future could be bright for Beard. As 
the “lightning” to Galloway’s thunder, he 
had big games. Now with Shaud Williams 
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playing the scatback role, Beard has the 
chance over the rest of this season and his 
senior year in 2004 to become the type 
power back NFL teams are looking for. 

With every outing, Beard shows improve- 
ment in various aspects of the game. He has 
long been one of Bama’s best when running 
with the football. Now he’s becoming a more 
complete player. His efforts give his coaches 
confidence. “He’s an exceptional runner,” 
Fobbs said. “I’m really pleased with him and 
his efforts right now. He’s a tough kid and 
he's a joy to coach.” 
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Cornelius Wortham: 


He Adds 
Strength | 
To Defense 


by J.E. Lisby 


Junior strongside lineback 
has built himself into 
an outstanding player 


iven the amount of time Alabama 

players spend in the weight room, 

its no surprise that the squad has 
more than its share of chiseled bodies. It 
stands to reason. Feed a young man well 
while at the same time putting him through 
a demanding strength and conditioning 
regimen and the result should be a finely- 
honed athlete. Junior linebacker Cornelius 
Wortham proves the point. 

Since arriving on campus less than three 
years ago, Wortham has added almost 40 
pounds of muscle, turning himself into a 
linebacker prototype in the process. “When 
I came for my official visit, | weighed only 
195 pounds,” Wortham said. “I’ve always 
enjoyed the weight room. My father told 
me that to play well on the field you've got 
to have strength. The stronger you are, the 
less susceptible you are to injuries. When 
we started two-a-days this fall 1 weighed 
242 and (middle linebacker) Freddie Roach 
was 244. As far as heft at linebacker is con- 
cerned, Alabama is doing pretty well.” 

Wortham set the bench press record for 
linebackers at the Night of Champions held 
last spring. Then over the summer he 
upped the mark to 495 pounds. “I think it’s 
hereditary,” Wortham said. “They’re all 
strong on my father’s side of the family. The 
weight room gives you preparation for the 
field, so I treat it as a business. I don’t want 
anybody to stand over me and hold my 
hand in the weight room. I’m trying to 
build my resume every day. Because of our 


Cornelius Wortham depends on Bama’s defen- 
sive line to take care of blockers and open the 
way for Wortham to make tackles. He is among 
Alabama’s tackle leaders. Barry Fikes Photo 
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strength program, I feel like when I step on 
the field I've got an edge on the other guy.” 

But football involves more than brute 
strength, and Wortham’s overall improve- 
ment this season has been duly noted by 
his position coach. “To look back and see 
the difference in Cornelius Wortham from 
the first time I was around him until this 
spring and fall is absolutely amazing,” said 
Carl Torbush, Alabama's defensive coordi- 
nator and linebackers coach. “I see a sea- 
soned veteran, an outstanding football 
player, out there now.” 

Wortham has always been an excellent 
athlete, but this season he’s more comfort- 
able playing his position. “My mental ca- 
pacity is a lot better,” Wortham said. “In 
high school you really didn’t have to know 
the formation, just where to line up. All 1 
was taught back then was just to run to the 
football. Basically my entire freshman year 
at Alabama was spent learning the defense. 
You know you've got it when you can stop 
thinking and just play. I feel like if I'm 
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Cornelius Wortham was one of the Crimson Tide players who was targeted by other schools for recruiting when it was announced that NCAA sanctions 
would include the loss of bowl games for Alabama for the next two post-seasons. Like all of his teammates, Wortham elected to stay with Bama. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


And that frees linebackers up to run to the 
ball.” 


going to make mistakes, then I want to 
make them going full speed. Now I under- 
stand the schemes, and I understand what 
Coach Torbush wants. Making tackles is 
my job.” 

Wortham started eight of Bama’s 12 
games in 2001, totaling 56 tackles. After six 
games this season he had 45 stops to his 
credit, a pace that would put him near 100 
for the year. “He’s very active,” Torbush 
said of his strongside linebacker. “He un- 
derstands our scheme better this year. If 
Cornelius gets blocked, then he works to 
get off the block and continues to give the 
effort. Because of that he’s able to make 
some tackles that other guys cannot make.” 

Alabama's linebackers have become an ef- 
fective unit this season, but Wortham is 
quick to deflect credit to the big guys up 
front. “I love playing behind our defensive 
line,” he said. “Basically the defensive line 
is what keeps the other guys off you. When 
you've got those guys playing as well as 
they do, they draw a lot of double teams. 


ith an extensive coaching re- 

sume to his credit, Carl 

Torbush has a well-deserved 
reputation for recognizing and developing 
linebackers. The proof is in the number of 
top-flight linebackers who worked under 
Torbush before going to the NFL. 

The first thing Torbush looks for when 
scouting potential linebackers is overall 
athleticism. “I like my guys to have played 
other sports,” Torbush said. “Especially 
basketball.” In Wortham, Torbush has his 
man. A four-sport star in high school, 
Wortham participated in baseball, basket- 
ball and track as well as football. “I’ve al- 
ways been able to run,” Wortham said. “I 
ran the 100-meter dash as a sophomore and 
placed fifth at state. My senior year I went 
to state in the 200-meter and came in 
fourth.” Wortham also handled a leg on all 
relay events. He was a catcher, pitcher and 
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third baseman in baseball and played small 
forward on his basketball team. “I only 
weighed 195 then,” he said, “so I could 
jump and run. They used me to rebound 
and be the trash guy around the basket.” 

In football Wortham played both ways for 
his high school team, gaining more than 500 
yards rushing as a blocking fullback. But 
these days he’s more than happy to play only 
at linebacker. “I don’t miss offense at all,” 
Wortham said. “That was where | got almost 
all of my injuries. On defense you get to de- 
liver the blow. I'd tell our coaches that it was 
bad luck for me to be on offense.” 

Alabama will always feature a majority of 
in-state athletes on its roster, but the Tide 
also has a history of recruiting players from 
the Magnolia State. Wortham is from 
Calhoun City, Mississippi. Both his parents 
attended Ole Miss and his brother plays 
trumpet in the Rebels’ band. But early in the 
recruiting process Cornelius was a strong 
lean to Tennessee. “Both my parents gradu- 
ated from Ole Miss, but it wasn’t a hard pull 
to get me to Alabama,” Wortham said. “I 
grew up only 30 minutes from the Ole Miss 
campus. The Mississippi coaches tried to 
make it that. They talked like it should be a 
tradition for me to stay in state, but | felt 
like I was at home at Alabama. I actually got 
sick on my official visit here, but the Tide 
caught my mom's heart because of how well 
they took care of me.” 


ince taking over at strongside 

linebacker, or “Sam” in Bama’s nomen- 

clature, three games into his sopho- 
more year, Wortham has become a fixture in 
Bama’s starting lineup. But with outstanding 
athletes like Derrick Pope, DeMeco Ryans 
and Mark Anderson pushing for playing 
lime, complacency is not an option, “We've 
really got some athletes at linebacker,” 
Wortham said of his teammates. “No start- 
ing job is written in stone. You have to fight 
every day for your position. But competition 
should make you better. | love competition. 
I'm happy every day to go out there with 
those guys. They make you better and keep 
you on your toes.” 

That attitude is appreciated by the Tide 
staff. “Cornelius is probably as good a per- 
son as I've been around,” Torbush said. “He's 
a guy you never have to worry about aca- 
demically, because you know he’s going to 
be going to class. He's got great work habits. 
He's just been a very solid football player. 1 
don't think there is any doubt that if we be- 
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come a really good defense this year then he 
and Brooks Daniels both could eventually 
compete for post-season honors. Both those 
kids are that good.” 

Its not unusual for Torbush to mention 
Brooks Daniels in the same breath with 
Wortham, because the two have been practi- 
cally joined at the hip since they arrived on 
campus together as true freshmen. Both 
were highly recruited out of high school, 
and Bama landing both out-of-state blue 


An Original Charcoal Painting by 
award winning Artist David L. Taylor. 
This Three-volume Limited Edition 
Art series spans twenty-five years of 
Football history under Legendary 
Coach Paul Bear Bryant. He came to 
the Capstone with the winning 
philosophy, “Go Hard or Go Home.” 
Series | (1958-1967) just released. 
Hundreds have already sold! Capture 
the Classic Look of Days Past with 
this new Commemorative Art Print, 
Call today Toll Free!!! 


Each Limited Edition Lithograph is |) 
signed and numbered by the Artist, | 
comes with a Certificate of Limited 
Edition, Collectible Key Card, andis {2 
printed on the Highest Quality acid- # 
free Paper. F 


| Love the Classic look of the 
Bear Bryant Era Art Series! 


—Terry Davis 
Alaldma Q.B. 1970-72 


#501 — 2500 
Signature Edition ...... $225 
#233 — 500 

Arti OE 21-5 cuwaown $325 


Cc 


stom Framin 


Applicable tax and shipping added 


"Go Hawd or Go Home 


Series I (1958-1967) 
The First Ten Years of the Bear Bryant Era 
By Artist David L. Taylor 


These prints are going fast! 


SERIES II 
SERIES HI (1976-1982) Reach Higher 


chippers in the same signing class was con- 
sidered a coup. Together the two roommates 
played in every game their freshman season 
before taking over as starters last year. 
“Brooks and | are like brothers; that’s how 
we consider it,” Wortham said. “Since we 
got here we've always been known as 16 and 
18 (Wortham’s and Daniels’ jersey numbers). 
Wherever one goes, you'll probably see the 
other somewhere around. We mess up 
Coach Torbush watching film, because 
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sometimes he can't tell us apart. If you 
watch us in the game, we even take our 
stance alike.” 

Usually ranking first and second on the 
team in tackles, Bama’s bookend lineback- 
ers push each other to excel. Wortham 
said, “If Brooks gets a tackle, then I have to 
get me one. | tell him, ‘Brooks, once | get 
there you'd better hurry up if you want an 
assist, because I’m bringing him down fast.’ 
The competition is not negative. It helps 
push everybody to the next level.” 


ver the past few months Wortham 
O« Daniels have shared another 

experience, an unwelcome one. 
That was the result of unprecedented 
NCAA sanctions leveled against the 
Crimson Tide program. Because Bama was 
banned from post-season play for two sea- 
sons, the friends had to endure recruiting 
calls from numerous programs seeking to 
lure the junior stars away from Tuscaloosa. 
But the scavenger coaches were wasting 
their time. “It never crossed my mind to 
leave,” Wortham said. “This is my family. 


This is my home. When I signed on that 
dotted line in February of 2000, | made a 
commitment. I told Coach Torbush the 
only reason I would leave is if they took 
football away from Alabama. The players 
and coaching staff, we're all a family. I feel 
like its like a marriage. When you're in a 
marriage you're in for the long haul. The 
reason I came here instead of going to 
Tennessee was because I felt like 1 was at 
home here.” 

Precisely because of those sanctions, 
many football pundits predicted a poor sea- 
son for Alabama. Such “wisdom” had it 
that with no bowl game to play for, the 
Tide would inevitably lack motivation. 
Why play hard when the pot of gold at 
rainbow’s end has been removed? 

The reasoning was incorrect. 

Due in no small part to the excellent play 
of its linebacking corps, Alabama has so far 
enjoyed a successful season. Wortham said. 
“Sometimes teams play for the wrong rea- 
sons. Do you play just to go to a bowl? Or 
do you play to be the best team? We're 
playing this season to be the best team. 


How would it look for us to go out there 
and not care? That would mean we were 
front-runners, that when things didn’t go 
our way, we wouldn't play as well.” 

Before the season Tide Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione challenged his players 
to carve a niche for themselves in Crimson 
Tide history. And his message hit home. 
“This is only going to last for two years,” 
Wortham said. “If we just folded up our 
tent, then we'd be hurting recruiting for the 
years ahead. We're determined that our 
level of competition will never drop off. We 
actually want to raise the bar.” 

And for those wondering why the squad 
keeps playing hard without a bowl waiting 
at year’s end, Wortham has an answer. “We 
have a lot to prove,” he said. “We couldn't 
control what the NCAA did, but we can 
control what we do. Every game we try to 
go out and give it our all, because we want 
to be the best team. At the end of the year 
we want people to say ‘When we watched 
those BCS games, the best team wasn’t 
there. The best team, Alabama, was al 
home.” 
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Swimming & Diving Outlook: 


Tide Squads Young And Talented 


by Andrew Varble II 


Men and women have 
swimmers who are ranked 
among world’s fastest 


here is one thing better than having 

a team stacked with talent, and 

that’s a team stacked with young 
talent. That is just the position that head 
swimming and diving coach Don Wagner 
finds himself in this year. And not only is 
that talent young, but it is world class. 
Wagner, now in his fourth season as the 
Tide’s mentor, has populated his roster 
with athletes who have world record po- 
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tential. 

Sharp recruiting and a much improved 
team dynamic in terms of work ethic and 
focus has allowed Wagner to return both 
the men and women’s team to national 
prominence. Last season marked the first 
time that both the men and women’s teams 
turned in top-20 finishes in the same sea- 
son since 1994. This year Wagner, along 
with Assistant Head Coach Arthur Albiero, 
Assistant Coach Laura Ghilik-Micu and 
Diving Coach Pat Greenwell, have plans 
that include moving up into the top 15, 
possibly the top 10. 

“We're going to be better this year than 
last,” Wagner said. “Not only will our re- 
turning talent be improved, but we have 
added some standout freshmen to the mix 
as well.” 

Two of those returning are as good as 
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anyone in the world. For the men, sopho- 
more Stefan Gherghel blasted onto the col- 
legiate scene last season winning the 
NCAA 200-meter butterfly title with the 
third fastest time in the history of the 
sport. He became the 11th Alabama swim- 
mer to win a collegiate national champi- 
onship and the first Tide freshman to do so 
since Jonty Skinner in 1976. For the 
women, junior Anne Poleska continues to 
be one of the nation’s dominant breaststro- 
kers. Last season she finished third in the 
200-meter breaststroke with the fourth 
fastest time in the history of the event. 

Both the men and the women will be 
strongest in the stroke events. With 
Gherghel leading the men’s butterfly squad 
and Poleska leading the women breaststro- 
kers. 

“Obviously we are strongest in the 


This year’s Alabama swimming and diving teams are led by (left to right) sophomore butterfly specialist Stephan Gherghel, junior breaststroker Anne 
Poleska, junior diver Lane Bassham, and sophomore diver Stewart Smith. 
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strokes and the IM (individual medley) 
events,” Wagner said. “We have some good 
sprinters in the freestyle events, and our 
medley relays will be particularly good.” 

After opening competition in late 
October, the Tide begins its dual meet 
home schedule late this season, hosting 
Florida on January 25. The Southeastern 
Conference Championships will be held 
February 19-22 at Auburn. The women’s 
NCAA Championships will also be held at 
Auburn, March 20-22 while the men’s 
NCAA Championships will be in Austin, 
Texas, March 27-29. 


he women’s roster includes only 18 

athletes, but there is a lot of talent 

in that number. Seven freshmen, 
one sophomore, five juniors and five se- 
niors make up the squad. 

Anne Poleska finished third in both the 
100- and 200-meter breaststrokes at last 
year’s NCAA Championship and became 
the first Tide swimmer or diver to repeat as 
an SEC event champion. She has now won 
four SEC titles, repeating as 100- and 200- 
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meter breaststroke champion last season, 
and holds four individual team records and 
the 200-meter breaststroke conference 
mark. Joining Poleska in breaststroke will 
be senior Holly McCreless. 

Diving will be another strong point for 
the Tide. After taking off her second Tide 
season to rehabilitate after wrist surgery, 
redshirt junior Lane Bassham came back 
with a vengeance last year, earning All- 
America honors off both the one- and 
three-meter boards. She also won the one- 
meter diving event at the SEC 
Championships. Joining her off the boards 
will be senior Katherine Bortelanger, 
sophomore Miranda Matias, senior Lainee 
Patterson and rookie Crystal Rasmussen. 

Junior Catalina Casaru is extremely ver- 
satile and led the Tide in the 200-meter 
butterfly, 200-meter backstroke and was 
tough in the 200- and 400-meter individu- 
al medleys as well, holding the school 
record in the 400. 

Senior butterflyer Meghan Lynch had 
some bad luck last season, which included 
breaking her nose late in the year, but she 
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should be ready to make an impact in her 
senior season, hopefully regaining the All- 
America form of her sophomore year. 
Joining Lynch and Casaru in the butterfly 
events will be freshmen Victoria Genova 
and Candace Weiman. 

Junior Ann Ross is the Tide's top return- 
ing 100-meter backstroker, ranking in the 
school’s all-time top 10. Along with Casaru 
in the 200-meter, Ross will be joined in the 
backstroke by rookie Kathryn Hallquist, 
junior Liz McGiffin, and senior Kelly Ker. 

The freestyle events will largely be the 
realm of the freshmen. While Poleska can 
swim a mean 200-meter freestyle (she 
holds the school record in that event), she 
will likely be busy in other events. Rookies 
Sonya Adams, Genova, Anna Grant and 
Alison Lavefers will all have to step up in 
year one. Ross could see sprint free action 
while McGiffin could see middle distance 
and distance freestyle work as well. 


he men’s roster is made up of a nice 
mix of young and old. There are 10 
freshmen, six sophomores, nine ju- 
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niors and one senior. Alabama will again 
be led by Stephan Gherghel, who is as 
steady as he is spectacular. In addition to 
his NCAA title, he shattered the 100- and 
200-meter butterfly school records, better- 
ing the marks set by Olympic champion 
Jon Sieben in 1985. In another Olympic 
tie-in, the only two men that stand in front 
of Gherghel in the 200-meter butterfly, all- 
time are Olympic champions Melvin 
Stewart and Pablo Morales. Along with se- 
nior Charles Reeves, sophomore Spiros 
Bitsakis and former Tider Jordie Proffitt, 
Gherghel set the school 400-meter medley 
relay mark last season, eclipsing the previ- 
ous record set in 1991, 

Joining Gherghel in the butterfly events 
will be sophomore Chris Flamion, red- 
shirt-junior Zach Winchester and fresh- 
men J.T. Jones and Guido Arroyo. 

In the backstroke events, Alabama will 
look to multi-event star sophomore 
Franck Southon, who ranks second all- 
time for the Tide in the 200-meter back- 
stroke. In the spring backstroke junior 


Brendan Ashby will be available for duty 
along with redshirt-junior Scott Weaver. 
Weaver sat out last season to rehabilitate 
his shoulder. 

Alabama’s lone senior this season, Reeves 
has been steady as the Tide’s go-to guy in 
the breaststroke events over the last two 
seasons, ranking in the Tide’s all-time top 
10 in both the 100- and 200-meter breast- 
strokes. This season he will be joined by 
rookies Vlad Polyakov and Bernardo 
Romero along with sophomore Evan 
Mueller and junior Adam Hall. 

There will be a host of athletes ready for 
duty in the individual medley events led by 
Southon, who ranks second all-time for the 
Tide in the 400-meter IM and junior Ben 
Worby who is fourth all-time in the 200- 
and 400-meter IM. Weaver is also an IM 
standout along with Romero. 

In the freestyle, the Tide will be led in 
the sprints by sophomore Spiros Bitsakis. 
Bitsakis joined Alabama for the spring 
semester last year and made an immediate 
impact. He posted the Tide’s top 50- and 
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100-meter freestyle times and became the 
fifth fastest Tider all-time in the 50-meter 
freestyle. Also making a big impact in the 
sprint freestyle events last season was 
Ashby. 

Junior James Willcox was the Tide’s top 
200-meter freestyler last season, cracking 
the Tide’s all-time top 10. Also making 
some 200-meter noise was Southon and 
Gherghel, giving the Tide a potent 800- 
meter freestyle relay. 

Jones will be the Tide's first true distance 
swimmer on the men’s side in several 
years, though Southon and Willcox are 
both strong in the middle distance events. 

Also available for freestyle duty will be 
rookies Apostolis Tsagarakis, Brent Arckey, 
Matt Schmidt and Darren Erasmus along 
with juniors Ben Worby, Brad Willard and 
Jeff Smith. 

Diving duties will be in good hands with 
the return of sophomore All-America 
Stewart Smith. Smith will be joined by 
freshmen Alan Harris and J.R. Hillis and 
junior Anthony DiGiacco. 
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There’s Always Need For Big Men 


by Freddie Kirby 


Alabama continues search 
out of state for linemen, 
linebackers, tight ends 


‘oe be to any football team that 
runs out of the big men. Football 
games most often are won in the 


trenches, the spoils to the squad with the 
most effective offensive and defensive line- 
men. Alabama coaches are well aware of the 
need to recruit the big men: linemen, 
linebackers, and tight ends. 

This year there appears to be excellent 
overall talent in the high school ranks in the 
state of Alabama. Additionally, because of 
NCAA sanctions, Alabama has fewer schol- 
arships to offer this recruiting season. When 
Bama gathers signatures next February 5, 
Signing Day, the Tide will have been able to 
add only 18 new players rather than the 25 
Bama opponents will be able to sign. 

At least two out-of-state linemen have al- 
ready announced for Alabama. They are de- 
fensive tackle Andraus Grace of Fort Meade, 
Florida, and offensive guard Travis. West of 
Laurel, Mississippi. 

While it may appear Alabama recruiting is 
nearly over with over a dozen committed 
and only a handful remaining, Tide coaches 
continue to work throughout the Southeast 
and even beyond. Various sources have 
identified players in Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, and Texas as having great interest 
in Bama (and, perhaps, vice versa). Our re- 
port on out-of-state big men prospects [o- 
cuses on those states. There are also reports 
of mutual interest in the Crimson Tide and 
prospects in other states, including 
Arkansas, California, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, and Virginia. But we think those 
areas will be recruited more in future years 
than in this season. 

Here, alphabetically, are the big men 
prospects we believe to be possible Alabama 
signees from seven states. 

FLORIDA 

Josh Barr, 6-1, 240 pounds, who runs a 
4.7-second 40-yard dash, is a defensive tack- 
le from Rutherford High School in 
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Springfield. He posted 55 tackles and seven 
sacks as a junior, and started his senior cam- 
paign with 10 tackles, three sacks, and one 
quarterback pressure in his first game. He 
made second team all-county in football last 
year, but made first team in weightlifting. He 
has max of 420 on the bench press and on 
the squat. He has a 2.8 grade point average 
(GPA) and will be qualified. He is getting at- 
tention from Central Florida, Wake Forest, 
Alabama, Auburn, and Troy State. 

Alex Boston is a 6-3, 220, 4.6 defensive 
end from Bartow. He is a star football and 
baseball player who will have to decide on a 
sport. He batted .329 with six home runs 
and 11 steals as a sophomore. He made All- 
Lakeland Region as a junior with 15 sacks. 
He has camped at Florida State, Georgia, 
Tulane, and the Nike Combine (Miami). He 
has a 30-inch vertical jump and a 3.3 GPA. 
He favors Miami over Florida State, Florida, 
Alabama, Tennessee, Stanford, and Tulane. 

Andraus Grace is a 6-2, 292, 5.0 defensive 
tackle from Fort Meade who has committed 
to Alabama. He has helped his team to three 
consecutive state runner up finishes, He has 
very good overall strength as he benches 375 
and squats over 500. He vertical jumps 25 
inches. He was credited with 91 tackles and 
four sacks as a junior. He doubles as an of- 


The Committed 

Alabama coaches have been very busy this 
year. The result is. that recruiting is well 
along the way long before the so-called “re- 
cruiting season” of December and January, 

Bama has 18 scholarships to award for 
2003. It is possible that one will be used for 
linebacker Earnest Nance of Courtland, 
who signed with the Tide last year but sat 
out this year rehabilitating a knee injury. 

There have been 13 commitments from 
high school prep stars. Those who have 
committed are: 

Tailback Tim Castille of Birmingham, ath- 
lete D.J. Chambers of Highland Home, ath- 
lete Chris Felder of Camden, defensive line- 
man Andraus Grace of Fort Meade, Florida, 
safety Eric Gray of Trinity, defensive line- 
man Michael Hill of Smiths, defensive end 
Mario Lane of Montgomery, defensive tack- 
le Dominic Lee of Birmingham, fullback 
LeRon McClain of Northport, offensive 
lineman Justin Moon of Guntersville, tail- 
back Eric Packer of Camden, cornerback 
arod Parrish of Summerville, Georgia, and 
offensive tackle Travis West of Laurel, Miss- 


issippl. 


fensive guard since he is playing at a small 
Class A school, and he graded 80 per cent 
blocking efficiency and posted 100 pancakes. 
Known as “Cujo,” he is rated among the top 
50 players in the Sunshine State and was 
being recruited by the big three (Florida, 
FSU, Miami) as well as LSU. He had an offer 
from LSU, Florida, and Alabama but he has 
chosen the Crimson Tide. 

Steven Tulloch is a 6-0, 216, 4.65 
linebacker from Killian in Miami. Though 
perhaps a bit short for some programs, he is 
a three-year starter who was All-Dade 
County second team last year (an accom- 
plishment greater than all-state in many 
states). He has had over 100 tackles each of 
the past two years, and as a senior has two 
interceptions. He benches 320, squats 500, 
and power cleans 275. He carries a 3.0 GPA, 
He is being recruited by Florida State, 
Pitsburgh, Alabama, North Carolina State, 
Ohio State, and Miami. 

Some other Sunshine State prospects at 
some time have been linked to Alabama. 
Some or all may have committed elsewhere 
or have dropped Alabama or been eliminat- 
ed by the Tide. They include: 

Defensive end Maurice Charles, 6-3, 225, 
4.8, Miami Carol City; offensive guard 
Garrick Clig, 6-4, 298, 5.3, Port Orange 
Spruce Creek; linebacker Quintero Frierson, 
6-0, 315, 4.5, Coral Gables; defensive tackle 
Tony Lester, 6-3, 255, 4.75, Jacksonville 
Ribault; center Jordy Lipsey, 6-4, 275, 4.9, 
Altamonte Springs Lake Brantley; linebacker 
Ben Moffitt, 6-2, 230, 4.6, Bushnell South 
Sumter; linebacker Carlos Rolle, 6-1, 230, 
4.8, Tallahassee Rickards; defensive end 
Dwight Stephenson, Jr., 6-2, 220, 4.5, Boca 
Raton Pope John Paul Il; and offensive tack- 
le Donnie Woods, 6-4, 290, 5.0, Tampa 
Jefferson. (Stephenson, the son of the all- 
time great center at Alabama, has committed 
to Florida.) 

GEORGIA 

Cole Bennett is a 6-5, 230, 4.6 tight end 
from Dalton. He is a four year starter who is 
also a three sport athlete. In addition to foot- 
ball, he plays basketball and is a high 
jumper and member of the 4x100 relay team 
in track. In football, he is a linebacker on 
defense, but his junior year statistics of 38 
receptions for 640 yards and seven touch- 
downs leaves no doubt he is a major college 
tight end prospect, He has camped at 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Auburn. He bench- 
es 325 and squats 375. He will be a qualifier 
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in the classroom and he is looking strong at 
Auburn, Georgia Tech, Alabama, Georgia, 
and Florida. 

Chris Capps is a 6-6, 260, 5.0 offensive 
tackle from Landmark Christian in 
Fairburn. He is capable of handling either 
the left or right side. He graded 90 per cent 
blocking efficiency as a junior. He has 
camped at Georgia, Georgia Tech, Alabama, 
and Auburn. He has a 21-inch vertical jump. 
He likes Auburn, Georgia Tech, Alabama, 
Mississippi State, Clemson, and Georgia. 

Trey Chandler is a 6-6, 255, 5.2 offensive 
tackle from Buford. The top offensive tackle 
prospect in the Peach State is coached by 
former Alabama wide receiver Dexter 
Woods. He graded 91 per cent blocking effi- 
ciency as a junior despite a shoulder prob- 
lem. He had surgery in January to tighten 
the shoulder up and he is performing at an 
even higher level as a senior. He also plays 
some defensive line and posted 64 tackles 
and two sacks. He has a 3.5 GPA and scored 
950 on the SAT. He lists his top five as 
Georgia, Florida State, Georgia Tech, 
Arkansas, and Alabama. 

Cliff Dunham is a 6-3, 270, 4.8 defensive 
tackle from Pacelli in Columbus. He is the 
cousin of Robbie Jones, who starred at 
Alabama and with the New York Giants. He 
recorded 70 tackles and eight sacks as a ju- 
nior and has camped at Florida State. He 
benches 430, squats 530, power cleans 275, 
and deadlifts 625. He lists his top two as 
Florida State and Maryland, followed closely 
by Alabama, Georgia, and Indiana. 

Avery Hannibal is a 6-1, 235, 4.7 defensive 
end from Troup County in LaGrange. He is 
a two-time state champion wresuer in the 
225 pound class and he has taken that 
quickness to the football field. He had 125 
tackles and 10 sacks as a junior and he had 
numerous pressures. He benches 360, squats 
450, and power cleans 350. He lists South 
Carolina, Wake Forest, Mississippi State, 
Alabama, East Carolina, Central Florida, 
and Troy State. 

Mike Heard is a 6-4, 220, 4.48 outside 
linebacker from Lovejoy in Atlanta. He has a 
frame that may allow him to grow into a de- 
fensive end in college. He finished his junior 
year with 109 tackles, nine sacks, and four 
caused fumbles as a junior. He is an all-state 
and all-county performer. He runs a 4.37 
shuttle time. He has a 32-inch vertical jump, 
a 2.6 GPA, and an 850 SAT. He has camped 
at Ole Miss, Florida, Vanderbilt, and Georgia 
Tech. He benches 285 and squats +50. He is 
considering Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Clemson, Arkansas, Boston College, and 
Ohio State. 
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Delaine Means is a 6-4, 280, 4.9 defensive 
tackle from Avondale. Although he missed 
three games as a junior, he turned in 44 
tackles, 14 sacks, and 19 tackles for loss. 
Due to a poor freshman academic year, he is 
ineligible to play his senior year. 
Nevertheless, Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, 
Florida, Maryland, and South Carolina have 
continued to show interest, 

Tyler Medlin is a 6-4, 300, 5.3 offensive 
guard from Forsyth Central in Cumming. 
He was voted his team’s Most Outstanding 
Lineman as a junior. He also made all-coun- 
ty his junior year. He has the ability to play 
tackle or guard in college. He has camped at 
Georgia, Alabama, Clemson, and South 
Carolina. He benches 330 and squats 525. 
He has a 3.3 GPA and a 1080 SAT. He lists 
his top five as Clemson, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, and South Carolina. 

Richard Thom is a 6-4, 210, 4.5 defensive 
end/outside linebacker from Johnson in 
Gainesville. He is an excellent student with 
a 4.25 GPA. He had 61 tackles and five sacks 
as a junior. He has camped at Furman, 
Georgia, and Alabama, He benches 280, 
squats 380, and power cleans 275, He likes 
Virginia, Georgia, Vanderbilt, Alabama, 
South Carolina, James Madison, and Georgia 
Southern. 

Danny Verdun is a 6-3, 230, 4.6 linebacker 
from Thomasville. He has been credited 
with over 280 tackles over the past two sea- 


sons (sophomore and junior). He is being 
recruited by Auburn, Georgia, Alabama, 
Boston College, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Stanford, and Notre Dame. 

Here is a look at other Peach State 
prospects who at some time have been 
linked to Bama: 

Offensive guard Blake Bonner, 6-3, 275, 
5.0, Valdosta Lowndes; offensive guard 
Jarrod Britt, 6-4, 274, 5.0, Powder Springs 
McEachen; linebacker Deonte Burnam, 6-0, 
230, 4.7, Vienna Dooly County; linebacker 
Clifton Dortch, 6-1, 200, 4.6, Chamblee; de- 
fensive tackle Felipe Foster, 6-1, 287, 4.9, 
Athens Clarke Central; defensive tackle 
Brandon Murphy, 6-2, 275, 5.1, Tyrone 
Sandy Creek; tight end Donald Perkins, 6-3, 
251, 4.85, Fairburn Creekside; linebacker 
Drew Robinson, 6-3, 225, 4.6, Cedartown; 
linebacker Matt Robinson, 6-3, 225, 4.6, 
Cedartown; tight end Coleman Watson, 6-5, 
245, 4.8, Atlanta North Springs; and 
linebacker Desmond Williams, 6-2, 235, 
4.5, Dacula. 

LOUISIANA 

Carnell Stewart is a 6-5, 285, 4.85 defen- 
sive tackle from John Curtis in River Ridge. 
He is the cousin of Kordell Stewart 
(Colorado Buffalos, Pittsburgh Steelers), He 
had eight sacks and 70 tackles as a junior 
and had 19 tackles and six sacks in the first 
four games of his senior season. He benches 
415, squats 500, and power cleans 285. He 
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Royce Blackledge 


has a 2.8 GPA. He has visits set to Miami, 
Colorado, and Florida, and says Alabama, 
Michigan, LSU, Clemson, Oklahoma, USC, 
and Arizona are in contention for the final 
two visits, 

Ryan Watson is a 6-4, 280, 4.7 defensive 
lineman from John Curtis in River Ridge. He 
will likely play defensive end in college. He 
had 80 tackles and 16 sacks as a junior. He 
has a 415 bench press, 600 squat, and 315 
power clean. He has a 3.2 GPA and has 
camped at LSU, Texas A&M, and Alabama. 
He lists USC, Georgia Tech, Colorado, and 
Florida as his top four. Alabama, Texas, 
Auburn, Texas A@M, Georgia, and LSU 
round out his interest. He plans to leave 
Louisiana, 

Here is a look at other Bayou State 
prospects who have been linked to Alabama: 

Defensive tackle Jarrod Carter, 6-2, 292, 
4.9, River Ridge John Curtis; defensive end 
Dominic Cooper, 6-4, 205, 4.6, New Orleans 
O.P. Walker; linebacker Brandon Jackson, 6- 
3, 225, 4.5, Lake Charles Washington 
Marion; offensive tackle Adam Kraus, 6-6, 
275, 4.9, New Orleans Brother Martin; and 
defensive tackle Josh Muse, 6-4, 280, 5.1, 
Denham Springs. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Royce Blackledge is a 6-3, 270, 4.9 offen- 
sive guard from Northeast Jones in Laurel. 
He was selected as the District Most 
Valuable Lineman as a junior. He is the 
teammate of Travis West who has already 
committed to Alabama. He tore a ligament 
in his ankle, but has rehabilitated success- 
fully. His speed enables him to play a reserve 
role on defense. He has camped at Alabama, 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss, and Tennessee. 
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He benches 330 and squats 450. He shows a 
4.0 GPA and has a 17 ACT. He lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State, LSU, Marshall, West Virginia, and 
Tulane. 

Paul Gorney is a 6-3, 294, 5.0 center from 
Vicksburg. He also plays on the defensive 
line and kicks. He is the first baseman on 
the baseball team. He benches 320 and 
squats 350. He has camped at Mississippi 
State, Auburn, and the Nike Combine 
(Tuscaloosa). He has a 3.3 GPA and is inter- 
ested in Auburn, Alabama, Florida, LSU, 
Mississippi State, and Southern Miss. 

Quenton Groves is a 6-4, 235, 4.5 defen- 
sive end from Greenville-Weston in 
Greenville. Rated among the best in the 
South, he is a four-year starter. He registered 
86 tackles, 15 sacks, 12 tackles for loss, 
seven fumble recoveries, and one intercep- 
tion as a junior, He has camped at Alabama, 
Tennessee, Florida, LSU, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, and Nike Combine 
(Tuscaloosa). He vertical jumps 37 inches, 
benches 285, and squats 535. He has a 2.3 
GPA. He lists Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, 
Ole Miss, LSU, Florida, and Tennessee. 

Devrick Hampton is a 6-3, 275, 4.8 defen- 
sive tackle from Greenville-Weston. He post- 
ed 14 sacks and 12 tackles for loss as a ju- 
nior. He has camped at Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State, and the Nike Camp (Alabama). He has 
a 30-inch vertical jump, benches 350, and 
squats 575. He has a 2.6 GPA. He lists Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State, Alabama, Florida, 
LSU, and Auburn. 

Marquis McBeath is a 6-1, 215, 4.6 inside 
linebacker from Moss Point. He is perhaps 
the top linebacker in Mississippi. He had 
110 tackles and five sacks as a sophomore, 
and 129 tackles, three sacks, and 16 quarter- 
back pressures as a junior. He benches 315 
and squats 450. He has a 3.2 GPA and 
scored 23 on the ACT. He has camped at Ole 
Miss, Auburn, and Florida. Florida, Ole 
Miss, Tennessee, and LSU are his top four 
schools, followed by Alabama, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, Marshall, and West 
Virginia. 

Sean Merrill is a 6-4, 278, 4.85 defensive 
tackle from D'Iberville. He is considered the 
best lineman in the Magnolia State. He 
racked up 85 tackles and 14 sacks as a ju- 
nior. He has a 385 bench press, 600 squat, 
and 300 power clean. He has a 3.1 GPA and 
made 16 on his ACT. He has attended camp 
at Ole Miss. He is getting attention [rom 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida, Georgia, LSU, 
Mississippi State, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee. 

Dezmond Sherrod is a 6-3, 225, 4.6 tight 


Travis West 


end from Caledonia. He snagged 24 passes 
for 479 yards and five touchdowns as a ju- 
nior. He camped at Alabama and he sports a 
3.6 GPA. He has expressed interest in 
Alabama, Mississippi State, Ole Miss, 
Southern Miss, Tulane, and Memphis. 

Travis West is a 6-4, 275, 5.2 offensive 
guard from Northeast Jones in Laurel who 
has committed to Alabama. His coach, 
Randy Martin, said, “Travis is a strongside 
offensive tackle who has the ability to pull 
or dominate his man. He has very quick feet, 
a mean streak, and is definitely not passive, 
He is the kind of offensive lineman every 
coach wants.” He has a 4.5 GPA with ad- 
vanced placement classes and 23 ACT. He 
made all-county and all-district first teams 
as a junior. He has a 24-inch vertical jump, 
benches 385, squats 550, and power cleans 
320. He camped at Alabama. He chose the 
Tide over Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Southern Miss, West Virginia, and Marshall. 

Other Magnolia State prospects who have 
been linked with Alabama are: 

Offensive guard Andy Bunkelman, 6-2, 
273, 5.1, Ackerman; defensive tackle Corey 
Clark, 6-2, 280, 4.9, Collins; and defensive 
tackle Johnny Daniels, 6-3, 261, Vicksburg. 

OKLAHOMA 

Eddie Montoya is a 6-3, 300, 5.0 offensive 
guard/center from Washington in Tulsa, He 
has alternated between tackle and center, 
but experts feel he will be a center in col- 
lege. He benches 375 and claims a remark- 
able 750 squat. He shows a 2.9 GPA and a 
19 ACT. He lists his top five as North 
Carolina, Purdue, Alabama, Arkansas, and 
Colorado. Oklahoma State, SMU, and Tulsa 
are also in the mix. 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER 2002 


There is also a report linking Alabama to 
linebacker Lorenso Williams, 6-2, 235, 4.7, 
Midwest City. 

TENNESSEE 

Daniel Brooks is a 6-2, 230, 4.5 outside 
linebacker from Central Merry in Jackson. He 
will remind many of former Central Merry 
and Tennessee star Al Wilson (Denver 
Broncos), but he may have an even bigger 
upside. He made the Class 5A all-state team 
as a junior after having 103 tackles, five tack- 
les for loss, three sacks, and two fumbles 
caused. He benches 300, vertical jumps 30 
inches, and is on track to qualify. He is favor- 
ing Tennessee and Alabama over Ole Miss, 
South Carolina, MTSU, and Memphis. 

Vince Redd is a 6-7, 250, 4.75 defensive 
end from Elizabethton. He is also a standout 
in basketball (14 points and 12 rebounds per 
game) and is being recruited in both sports 
and could play both in college. He plays 
linebacker in high school, but projects as a 
defensive end in college. He hails from the 
same school as tight end Jason Witten of 
Tennessee. The Vols are in contention along 
with Virginia Tech, Arkansas, Alabama, South 
Carolina, and Texas Tech. 

Fred Sparkman is a 6-1, 220, 4.6 inside 
linebacker from Central in Columbia. He had 
162 tackles and 15 sacks as a junior. He is 
very active on the field and his performance 
landed him as a finalist for the Class +A Mr. 
Football Lineman Award. He has made all- 
state each of the past two seasons. He is also 
his teams top runner and he has led them to 
consecutive winning seasons. He sports a 34- 
inch vertical jump and he is the cousin of for- 
mer Central High and Tennessee player 
Ronnie Pillow. He camped at Florida and 
Alabama. He benches 270, squats 405, and 
power cleans 270. He has a 3.6 GPA and a 19 
ACT. He is being courted by Michigan, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Florida, Vanderbilt, South 
Carolina, and MTSU. 

Gabe West is a 6-3, 280, 5.1 offensive 
guard/center from Cumberland County in 
Crossville. He has been a starter since his 
sophomore year. He bench presses 330, 
squats +50, He averaged six pancake blocks a 
game as a junior and that physical part of his 
game could lead him into the center position 
in college. Ne has camped at Clemson, 
MTSU, and Florida. He has a 3.9 GPA and a 
26 ACT. He favors Florida and Clemson over 
Alabama, MTSU, Texas, Mississippi State, and 
Vanderbilt. 

Other Volunteer State prospects who al 
some time have listed Alabama: 

Offensive tackle Kenyon Buford, 6-7, 330, 
5,3, Murfreesboro Riverdale; tight end Brad 
Cottam, 6-7, 225, 4.65, Cordova Evangelical 
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Christian; and defensive tackle Steven Jones, 
6-6, 292, 5.0, Brentwood. 
TEXAS 

Steven Coleman is a 6-5, 275, 4.9 defensive 
tackle from Skyline in Dallas. He registered 
30 tackles, five sacks, and one caused fumble 
as a junior. He must get stronger as he bench- 
es 275 and squats just 320. He has an 84 av- 
erage in the classroom. He plans to leave the 
state and lists Colorado, Notre Dame. and 
Florida as his top three. Alabama, LSU, 
Oklahoma, West Virginia, Miami, Arizona, 
Ole Miss, and Missouri are still under consid- 
eration. Texas and Texas AGM are instate 
school being considered. 

lan Cunningham is a 6-6, 300, 5.0 offensive 
tackle from Hebron in Lewisville. A well-trav- 
eled offensive tackle who has lived in the 
states of North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, and Texas twice each, he will not 
allow distance from home to be [actor in his 
recruitment. He is looking at Stanford, Texas 
A&M, Baylor, Boston College, Syracuse, 
Alabama, SMU, and Virginia. 


Total enclosed $ 


Card No. 


Alabama Videotapes 
THE TIDE Dynasty (1892-1982) 


[A 90-minute videotape of Alabama football history] 


COACH PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT 


[A 60-minute videotape which was used in the making of 
THE Tipe Dynasty] 


Now both available for $29.” (plus $3.” s/h) 


NOTE: This is not a “Hollywood” production, but rather real game filmclips, ete. 


Plus, FREE with your order, 
FRANK HOWARD, A TRUE LEGEND 


(The story of former Alabama player and Clemson coach, 
who recorded more victories than any coach in ACC history) 


Excellent Christmas Gift! Allow two weeks for delivery. 


Check ___ VISA_____ McasterCard ___ 


Victor DeGrate is a 6-4, 235, 4.53 lineback- 
er from Desoto. He had 90 tackles his junior 
year. He plans to leave Texas and he is con- 
sidering Oklahoma, Michigan, Missouri, 
Alabama, Florida, USC, Arkansas, Arizona, 
and lowa. Texas ASM, TCU, and Texas are 
still trying to keep him in state. 

Charlston Gray is a 6-3, 270, 4.9 offensive 
guard /center from Dunbar in Fort Worth. 
His athleticism has enabled him to play de- 
fensive line as a senior. He had five unassist- 
ed tackles in his first game on the defensive 
line. His coach said he can play anywhere 
from tight end to defensive tackle at a high 
level. He also said he could start for the 
Dunbar basketball squad that finished 32-3 
his junior year. Most feel he will be a college 
center. He made all-district and second team 
all-metro as a junior. He benches 335 and 
squats 550. He has a 2.8 GPA. He is being 
sought by Oklahoma State, Alabama, Miami, 
Texas, LSU, lowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Oklahoma, and Florida. 

Steven Halderman is a 6-3, 240, 4.7 defen- 


Exp. 


Make check payable 
and mail to: 
Documentary Sports 
c/o "BAMA 

PO. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


31 


sive end from Brownsboro. He is considered 
one of the best two way players in the Lone 
Star State. He was credited with 55 tackles 
and four sacks in the first five games of his 
junior year before breaking his collarbone 
and missing all of the district games. He 
benches 325 and squats 455. He lists 
Oklahoma, Alabama, Arizona, Texas A@M, 
Nebraska, Texas, LSU, TCU, and Baylor. 

Kyle Ingraham is a 6-8, 200, 4.69 tight 
end from Clark in San Antonio. He snagged 
49 receptions for 815 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. He runs a 4.2 shuttle time. He sports 
a 30-inch vertical jump, a 3.75 GPA, and a 
1250 SAT. He is the former teammate of J. B. 
Closner who plays center at Alabama. He 
has camped at Texas, Texas A&M, and 
Arizona. He lists his favorites as Arizona, 
Colorado, Oklahoma, Stanford, Texas, 
UCLA, Alabama, Arkansas, Duke, and 
Vanderbilt. 

Xavier Lawson-Kennedy is a 6-3, 290, 4.9 
defensive tackle from Duncanville. He was 
all-district last year after having 102 tackles, 
10 sacks, 69 hurries, and 32 tackles for loss. 
He benches 385 and squats 570. He attend- 
ed the Nike Camp (College Station, Texas) 


John Mahaffey 


and recorded a 29-inch vertical jump. He 
has a 3.7 GPA. He is considering Texas 
A&M, Notre Dame, Texas, Nebraska, 
Colorado, Alabama, UCLA, Oklahoma State, 
lowa State, and SMU. 


Need That 
Hard-To-Find Ticket 


For A Sporting Event? 


ALABAMA FOOTBALL ® BASKETBALL TICKETS 
© ALL MAjor SPORTING EVENTS 


NEED ONE TICKET 


JOHN ED BELVIN 
JERRY ALDRIDGE 


LICENSED TICKET BROKERS 


2123 NINTH ST, SUITE 207 
TuscALoosa, AL 35401 
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(205) 758-1199 


24-HouR ANSWERING SERVICE 


John Mahaffey is a 6-5, 310, 5.1 offensive 
tackle from Lee in Tyler. He is a three-year 
starter who has battled back from torn knee 
cartilage . He made all-district and All-East 
Texas as a junior after he graded 88 per cent 
blocking efficiency. He played offensive left 
tackle as a sophomore (first year of football) 
and he moved over to right tackle as a junior. 
He has improved his 40-yard dash time from 
5.6 to 5.1. He benches 360, squats 450, and 
deadlifts 510. He sports a 25-inch vertical 
jump. He is a former teammate of Grant 
Dickey who signed with Alabama last year. 
He has camped at Texas, Texas AGM, Baylor, 
LSU, and Colorado. He has a 92 grade aver- 
age and made 1260 on the SAT. Alabama 
leads LSU, Texas, Oklahoma, and Duke. 

Other Lone Star State prospects who at 
some time have been mentioned with 
Alabama are: 

Linebacker Walter Boye-Doe, 6-2, 225, 
4.65, Keller; linebacker Avery Cleveland, 6-3, 
200, 4.5, Austin LBJ; linebacker Josh Cobb, 
6-4, 217, 4.66, El Paso Eastwood; defensive 
end Gartrell Cooper, 6-5, 220, 4.7, Arlington 
Lamar; tight end Johnny Fields, 6-2, 202, 
4.5, Desoto; linebacker Josh Mize, 6-2, 212, 
4.75, Klein; defensive tackle Will Porter, 6-2, 
290, 5.2, Carrollton Newman Smith; center 
Bryan Turner, 6-2, 280, 5.0, Tyler Lee; offen- 
sive tackle Cody Wallace, 6-5, 288, 5.1, 
Cuero; defensive end Justin Warren, 6-3, 
220, 4.6, Tyler Lee (although he has commit- 
ted to Texas AGM); and linebacker Paul 
Williams, 6-2, 220, 4.55, Tyler Lee. 

OTHER STATES 

Some prospects outside these states 
thought to be considering Alabama include: 

From California, linebacker Lee Martin, 6- 
0, 203, 4.6, Ventura St. Bonaventure; and of- 
fensive tackle Hercules Satele, 6-4, 250, 4.8, 
Long Beach Polly. 

From Maryland, linebacker Preston 
Pehrson, 6-2, 235, 4.8, Arnold Broadneck. 

From Massachusetts, defensive end Craig 
Engerman, 6-3, 230, 4.6, Taunton Boston 
College. 

From Missouri, defensive tackle Adam 
Spieker, 6-3, 275, 5.0, Webb City. 

From North Carolina, linebacker Michael 
Briggs, 6-0, 220, 4.6, Gastonia Ashbrook; 
and offensive tackle Tripp Carroll, 6-5, 280, 
5.0, Charlotte Meyers Park. 

From Pennsylvania, linebacker Adam 
Muzika, 6-2, 236, 4.8, Uniontown. 

From South Carolina, offensive tackle 
Ryan Allen, 6-6, 310, 5.3, Aiken Silver Bluff; 
center Garland Jackson, 6-5, 320, 5.2, 
Columbia A.C. Flora. 

And from Wisconsin, offensive guard Mike 
Schepp, 6-5, 290, 5.2, Little Chute. 
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2002-03 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
Novy. | EA Sports (Exh.) 7:00 
Noy. 7 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 7:00 


Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 
@ Madison Square Garden, New York 
Nov, 14 Oklahoma 8:30/ESPN2 


Nov. 22. Alabama State 7:00/CSS 
Noy. 25 Middle Tennessee State 7:00/CSS 
Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic 
@ Springfield, Mass. 


Nov, 29. Ohio State 6:00/ESPN 
Dec, 3. North Carolina-Greensboro 7:30 
Dec. 7 St. Bonaventure TBA/CSS 

Coors Classic @ Mobile 

Dec. 14 Bowling Green TBA/CSS 

Dec. 21 Providence 2:00/FoxSS 

Dec. 23. Morehead State 7:00 

Dec. 30 @ Utah TBA/FoxSS 
Jan. + Xavier 7:00 
Jan, 8 Arkansas 7:00 

Jan, 11 @ Vanderbilt TBA/SEC-TV 

Jan. 15 Mississippi State 7:00/J-P Sports 


Jan. 18 @ Auburn TBA/J-P Sports 


Jan. 21 @ Mississippi TBA/ESPN 
Jan, 25 Kentucky TBA/ESPN 
Feb. 1 LSU TBA/SEC-TV 
Feb. 5 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Sports 
Feb. 8 @ Florida TBA/CBS 
Feb. 15) Auburn TBA 
Feb. 18 Georgia 6:00/ESPN 


Feb, 22 @ Tennessee TBA/J-P Sports 
Feb. 26 @ Mississippi State7:00/J-P Sports 


Mar. 2 Mississippi TBA/CBS 
Mar. 5 South Carolina 7:00 
Mar.8 @LSU TBA 
Mar, 13- SEC Tournament 
Mar. 16 @ New Orleans TBA 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CT) 
Oct. 4 Bama Instrasquad 5:00 
Oct.5 Bama Alumni 12:00 

Oct. 25 @ Louisiana-Monroe 4:00 
Noyv.9 @ LSU 10:00 

Noy. 16 NW Missouri St. & Delta St. 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 1:00 

Novy. 22- World Cup All Day 
Nov. 23. @ Long Island, N.Y. 

Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Jan, 10 @ Georgia 4:00 
Jan. 12 @ Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 25 Florida 4:00 
Jan. 31 Auburn 4:00 

Feb. 1 South Carolina 1:00 
Feb. 19-22 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA 
Mar. 1 @TBA 
Mar.9 Last Chance TBA 

Mar. 27- NCAA Championships 

Mar. 29 @ Austin, Texas All Day 


Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships 


@ Indianapolis All Day 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
Noy, 12 Premier Players (Exh.) 7:00 
Nov. 17 Berry College (Exh.) 2:00 
Nov, 22 @ Samford 3:00 
Nov. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 

UT-San Antonio Tipoff Classic 
Nov. 29 Texas-San Antonio 7:00 
Nov. 30 Stephen F Austin 4:00 
Dec. 3 Providence 7:00 


East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville 


Dec. 7 Liberty Noon 
Dec. 8 East Carolina or 

Bethune-Cookman12:00 or 2:00 

Dec. 16 Illinois-Chicago 7:00 

Dec. 18 @ South Alabama 7:00 

Dec, 21 BYU @ Albuquerque TBA 


St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, N.J. 


Dec. 29 St. Peter's, Akron or BucknellTBA 
Dec, 30 St. Peter's, Akron or Bucknell TBA 

Jan.4 @ Houston 2:00 
Jan. 12 @ Kentucky (Fox SS TV) 2:00 
Jan. 16 Tennessee 7:00 
Jan. 19 @ Auburn 2:00 
Jan, 23 Georgia 7:00 
Jan, 26 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Jan, 30 @ Mississippi State 

Feb. 2 Arkansas 2:00 

Feb.6 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 

Feb.9 South Carolina 2:00 
Feb.13  @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 16 Florida 2:00 
Feb, 23. Kentucky 2:00 
Feb, 27 Auburn 7:00 

Mar. 2 @ Arkansas 2:00 
Mar, 6- SEC Tournament 

Mar.9 @ Little Rock TBA 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CT) 
Oct. 4 Bama Instrasquad 5:00 
Oct. 5 Bama Alumni 12;00 
Oct. 25 @ Louisiana-Monroe 4:00 
Oct. 25-26 @SMU Classic 7:30 
Nov,9 @ LSU 10:00 

Nov, 16 NW Missouri St. & Delta St. 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 1:00 

Nov. 22- World Cup All Day 
Nov. 23 @ Long Island, N.Y. 

Dec, 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Jan. LO @ Georgia 4:00 
Jan. 12 @ Georgia Tech 1:00 
Jan. 25 Florida +00 
Jan. 31 Auburn 4:00 

Feb. | South Carolina 1:00 
Feb, 19-22 SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA 
Mar. 1 @TBA 
Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA 

Mar. 20- NCAA Championships 
Mar. 22 @ Auburn All Day 

Apr. 1-5 USS National Championships 

@ Indianapolis All Day 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Jan.5 Meet The Team TBA 
Jan. 11 Super Six Challenge 3:00 
@ Athens, Georgia 
Jan.18 @Georgia 6:00 
Jan. 24 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Jan.26 @ Nebraska 2:00 
Jan.31 Michigan 7:00 
Feb.8 @ Denver 7:00 i 
Feb. 14 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 21 @ Florida 6:00 
March | = Auburn 7:00 i 
Mar,8 Kentucky 2:00 , 
Mar.15 Georgia 7:00 
Mar.21 @ Auburn 7:00 
Mar.29 SEC Championships 7:00 
@ Birmingham 
Apr. 12 NCAA Region IV 6:00 
@ Coleman Coliseum 
Apr. 24- NCAA Championships TBA 
Apr.26 @ Lincoln, Nebraska 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 
Jan. 18 SEC Challenge @ Fayetteville 
Jan. 24-25 Air Force Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Feb.8  @ Florida Invitational 
Feb. 14-15 @ Iowa State Invitational 
Feb.15 Armory Inyitational 
@ New York 
Feb. 21 @LSU Twilight 
Feb, 28- | SEC Championships 
Mar.1 @ Gainesville 
Mar.8 Last Chance 
@ Ames, lowa or 
South Bend, Indiana 
Mar. 14-15 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville 


Women’s Indoor 


Track 
Date Event 
Jan. 18 @ North Carolina 
Jan.25. SEC Quad @ Lexington 
Feb.8 @ Nebraska Invitational 
Feb. 14-15. Armory Invitational 
@ New York 
Feb. 28- | SEC Championships 
Mar.1 @ Gainesville 
Mar.6 Last Chance 
@ Gainesville 
Mar.7  lowa State Last Chance 
@ Ames, lowa 
Mar. 14-15 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville 
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ADULT CHAIR: $30.00 STADIUM SEAT: $20.00 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN YOUTH: $15.00 


TOTE BAG: $10.00 


PORTABLE TABLE: $15.00 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
SPORTS BLANKET: $25.00 


24 PACK COOLER: $25.00 TABLECLOTH: $10.00 


SHIPPING COSTS: ORDER ONLINE AT 

First Item: WWW.GAMEDAYESSENTIALS.COM 
Chairs & Table $9.00 OR CALL TOLL FREE 
All Other Items: $6.50 1- 866- 893-2839 


Add $3.00 for each additional item. between 8:30am & 5:00pm cst mon-fri 


|} WAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


aT 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Crimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not Just The Headlines. 


Prease Senp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onwy $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
O Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 


story. We profile the stars | ys. Po bo dost | 3 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, Visa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 Aliguse through May. Great 


and even the stars of Bank Card#________ Exp. Date____ a ieigieae tool 
Signature 


yesteryear as we remember | prease rin Make the big play to 


To: (Name) 


Alabama tradition. And for Hatt get on the inside of Crimson 
the best and most accurate os ey Tide football. Return the 
pe . 7 Email 2 . 
reeuiung information, Destine Phone Nurb,________ Naw Sutsripion, Renew. RE MCCS Fe tet 
nothing compares. ITs A Git service, just call toll-free 
1 TOM: (Name) EEE 
face 1-800-713-2261. 


(City), 


25 598° sale price 


— $9998 44° deck savings 


A OD cee 


SUSAN'S OUTDOOR POWER 
630 20TH STREET 
BESSEMER, AL 


205 


TALLADEGA INTERNATIONAL 


35450 AL HWY 21 
TALLADEGA, AL 
256-362-6113 

HOLT AUTO SALES & 
EQUIPMENT 

#006 NOTASULGA ROAD 
TALLASSEE, AL 
334-283-6507 

ACTION TURF SERVICES 
$725 SKYLAND BLVD 
COTTONDALE, AL 
205-556-8899 


“Free cutting deck whi 
volue, 60° deck mi 
**Cub Codet Troct 
will ocaue on th 


Madels shawn subject 


Product peice 


G&S LAWN AND TRACTOR 
229 RIVER FALLS STREET 
ANDALUSIA. AL 


251-222-0933 


ESCAMBIA LAWN 
AND RENTAL 
8720 HWY 31 
ATMORE, AL 
251-368-1580 


FOUTS TRACTOR CO 
275 6TH AVE 
ASHVILLE, AL 


205-594-7000 


LAND TRACTOR CO 
1406 W. PUSHMATAKA 
BUTLER, AL 


205-459-2952 


ast, Offer avail 


10 limited availability. Financing promotions ot 
Cub Codet Power Cords ore only 


dl prices eve set by decker ond moy vary. Taxes, freig 


le until December 25 
lel 190291 — $1,779 volue. 

O% FINANCING UNTIL JUNE 1, 2003 — Avoiloble to qualified buyers u: 
ichases, but & the purchase price 


s paid in full prior to the expiration 
Minimum finonce charge S.50. Credit provided by Conseco Bank, Inc. Retail prices ore set by 


Series 3000 Tractors 


PREMIUM ENGINEERING FOR YOUR TOUGHEST JOBS. 


* Steel drive shaft 


¢ Shaft-driven deck 


¢ Cast-iron transmission 


Tractors starting at 


; | | 5 /month™ 


* Cast-iron front axle 


* Fully welded steel frame 
* AutoHydro™ transmission 


Hurry in — Limited-Time Offer! 


OVERLOOK MOTORS 
3506 HWT 22 NORTH 
SELMA, AL 


HOUSE HOME AND LAWN 
21290 112 WEST COLLEGE ST 
COLUMBIANA, AL 


205-669-6874 


ROGER'’S TRUE VALUE 
221 MAIN STREET 
WARRIOR, Al 


205-647-6921 


TOMMY'S FOREST 
AND LAWN 

1018 WEST THIRD STREET 
LUVERNE, AL 

3 “3414 


coon’. 


OUTDOOR POWER 
2872 US 231 
WETUM 


334-567-4511 


WARD APPLIANCE 
1403 HWY 80 E 
DEMOPOLIS, AL 
334-289-0488 


BOWMAN-WEAVER 
EQUIPMENT 

9190 AL HWY 40 
HENAGAR, AL 


256-657-3256 


COOSA VALLEY EQUIPMENT 


stobemer 


by Cub Codet, Ming 


FARMTOWN 
4110 SARDIS ROAD 
SARDIS CITY, Al 


256-593-7182 


FREDRICKS EQUIPMENT 
110 SMITHSON DR 
HARTSELLE, AL 


256-751-3555 


GOODSON FEED 
COMPANY 

171 FOURTH AVE NW 
HAMILTON, AL 


205-921-4493 


HARE TRACTOR 
35 NESMETH 
CULLMAN, AL 


256-734-8583 


ond moy vary. 


J mM payments ore required. F 
t, the deferred finance charges will be waived ond not odded to your occoun 
freight, setup ond hendling chorges moy be odditio 


MAYNARD EQUIPMENT 
1113 MOONTOWN RD. 
BROWNSBORO, Al 
256-776-9435 
MAYNARD EQUIPMENT 
2908 S, BROAD ST 
SCOTTSBORO, Al 


256-259-3329 


MCCUTCHEON 
TRACTOR 

11108 HWY 72 WEST 
TANNER, AL 


NEAL'S TIRE & APPLIANCE 
6559 HWY 72 
KIL Al 


ance Se ond ¢ 
Effective 8/1/02, 


SPANN HARDWARE 
HWY 43 SOUTH 
FIELD, AL 


205-487-2103 


THE PARTS CONNECTION 
312 NORTH BRINDLEE 
ARAB, AL 

256-5866-6772 


TRI-COUNTY INTERNATIONAL 
1030 HWY 20 
TUSCUMBIA, AL 


256-383-5601 


2002. See porticpating declers for details. Subject to opplicoble soles tax. 44° deck model 190209 — $999 value. 48° deck model 190289 — $1,129 volue. 54” deck mode! 190295 — $1,229 


oppikeble) 
jot purchases is 17.99 


e for residential customers only. Financing promotions available 8/1/02 through 12/31/02. Financing promotions subject to change. See decler for details. Specifications subject to change 
occepted at participating Cub Codet independent retail 
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The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 
ir wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum* 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. 


The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 
DODGE 


right moves. For more, visit J or call 


- ADRIVER’S LICENSE >’ 
— ISA TERRIBLE THING | 
TOWASTE.” 


~2! 


Stratus 


